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My research interests primarily falls under the broad fields of macroecology,

biogeography, and macroevolution. Specifically, I explore the ways in which historical,

evolutionary, and ecological processes contribute to biological patterns, with a particular

focus on the latitudinal diversity gradient and coloration patterns. While my primary

experience lies in studying mammals, my interests extend beyond specific taxonomic

groups, focusing more on the underlying processes.
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ResearchGate
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General Interests

Macroecology & Macroevolution

Biogeography

Community ecology

Ecological theory
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Skills

Project management

Research methodologies

Interdisciplinary research

Applied phylogenetic comparative methods in R

Skilled in QGIS, ArcGIS, and R for GIS

Work History

2023/10 — Current Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Center For Theoretical Study, Charles University - Prague, Czech

Republic

Researcher at the project EXPRO – “The equilibrium theory of

biodiversity dynamics - macroecological perspective” (PI David

Storch).

2017/03 — 2023/07 Graduate Student Researcher

Federal University of Santa Maria - Rio Grande Do Sul, Brazil

Performed research related to my Master's and PhD studies.

Education

2019 — 2023 Ph.D.: Animal Biodiversity

Federal University of Santa Maria Rio Grande Do Sul, Brazil

Major: Biology; Concentration: Ecology and Evolution.

PhD dissertation: “The role of evolutionary and ecological processes

in species diversity and coloration patterns”.

Research advisor: Dr. Cristian S. Dambros.

Research Co-advisor: Dr. Nilton Carlos Cáceres.



2017 — 2019 Master of Science: Animal Biodiversity

Federal University of Santa Maria Rio Grande Do Sul, Brazil

Major: Biology; Concentration: Ecology and Evolution.

MSc thesis: “Effects of productivity on speciation-extinction

dynamics drive the latitudinal diversity gradient of South American

small mammals”.

Research advisor: Dr. Cristian S. Dambros.

Research Co-advisor: Dr. Nilton Carlos Cáceres.

2013 — 2017 Bachelor of Science: Biologicas Sciences

Federal University of Santa Maria Rio Grande Do Sul, Brazil

Major: Biology; Concentration: Evolution.

BSc thesis: “Adaptive evolution of facial coloration patterns in

didelphid marsupials”.

Research advisor: Dr. Nilton Carlos Cáceres.

Fellowships & Awards

FELLOWSHIPS

2023-current: Postdoctoral fellow at Center for Theoretical Studies, Charles

University in Prague, Czechia (PI David Storch).

2019-2023: PhD Dissertation Scholarship (CAPES).

2017-2019: MSc Thesis Scholarship (CAPES).

2015-2016: BSc Research Scholarship (PIBIC/CNPq).

2014-2015: BSc Research Scholarship (PROBIC/FAPERGS).

AWARDS

2024: Bronze medal for the best poster presentation at the 24th International

Biogeography Society Conference.

2023: Honorable Mention as recognition for a scientific publication. In:

Department of Ecology and Evolution, Federal University of Santa Maria.

2022: Honorable Mention as recognition for a scientific publication. In:

Department of Ecology and Evolution, Federal University of Santa Maria.



2021: Honorable Mention as recognition for a scientific publication. In:

Department of Ecology and Evolution, Federal University of Santa Maria.
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Professional Service

Peer Reviewer: Ecography; Journal of Biogeography; Biological Journal of Linnean

Society; Journal of Zoology;

Evaluation Committee Member

BACHELOR'S THESIS EVALUATION

Ricardo Augusto Spillari Ruaro (2023). BSc thesis theme: "Seasonal variation of

climatic condition dictates community occupancy patterns of termites in

Amazon rainforest."



Maria Paula Sacol (2023). BSc thesis theme: "Influence of temperature on the

distribution of small mammals along a latitudinal gradient in the Atlantic

Forest."

Rafaella Camargo Dutra (2023). BSc thesis theme: "Geographic and allometric

variation in mandible shape in two felid species (Panthera onca and Panthera

pardus)."

Amanda Brasil Campos (2022). BSc thesis theme: "The fur coloration of

Neotropical rodents is adaptive for camouflage."

João Vitor Machado (2022). BSc thesis theme: "Do Australian marsupials adhere

to Gloger's rule? An analysis of dorsal coloration versus environment."

Anderson Rodrigues (2021). BSc thesis theme: "Influence of intraspecific

variation in body size on the feeding frequency of herbivorous reef fishes in

Curaçao, Caribbean."

Prianka Santoro Soares da Silva (2021). BSc thesis theme: "Response of termite

species and trophic guilds to environmental gradients in central Amazon

forests."

Thaís Borba Pavão (2019). BSc thesis theme: "Effect of forest cover loss on five

abundant medium and large-sized mammal species in the Cerrado."

Vítor Hugo Schünemann Vargas (2019). BSc thesis theme: "Effect of

urbanization on the diversity and singing patterns in birds."

THESIS OR DISSERTATION EVALUATION

Erivelton Rosário do Nascimento (2023). PhD dissertation theme: "Challenges

and new perspectives on patterns of structure and species diversity."

Presentations

CONFERENCE & SYMPOSIA PRESENTATIONS

CEREZER, F. O.; DAMBROS, C. S.; CASSEMIRO, F.; COELHO, M. T. P.; BARRETO, E.;

WUEST, R.; ALBERT, J.; GRAHAM, C. Dissecting the drivers of diversification in

freshwater fishes of South America. In: INTECOL2022, Geneva, Switzerland,

2022.



POSTER PRESENTATIONS

CEREZER, F. O.; CAMPOS, A. B.; DAMBROS, C. S.; MAESTRI, R.; BUBADUÉ, J. M. &

CÁCERES, N. C. Rodents show darker and redder coloration in warm and rainy

environments. In: International Biogeography Society, Prague, 2024.

CEREZER, F. O.; CÁCERES, N. C. Didelphid marsupials follow Gloger's rule?. 2016.

In: Integrated Academic Journey, Federal University of Santa Maria.

CEREZER, F. O.; CÁCERES, N. C. Relationship between contrasting facial color

and body mass in didelphids: a possible case of aposematism. 2015. In: III

Symposium on Animal Biodiversity, Federal University of Santa Maria.

CEREZER, F. O.; DAMBROS, C. S.; CASSEMIRO, F.; COELHO, M. T. P.; BARRETO, E.;

WUEST, R.; ALBERT, J.; GRAHAM, C. Drivers of diversification in freshwater

fishes of South America. In: British Ecological Society's Macroecology Special

Interest Group Conference, University of Birmingham, UK, 2023.

CEREZER, F. O.; DAMBROS, C. S.; CASSEMIRO, F.; COELHO, M. T. P.; BARRETO, E.;

WUEST, R.; ALBERT, J.; GRAHAM, C. Dissecting the drivers of diversification in

freshwater fishes of South America. In: Biology22 conference, University of

Basel, Switzerland, 2022.

CEREZER, F. O.; MENEGHETTI, J. Potential species richness of small mammals:

conservation demands in the Brazilian Pampa. In: I International Congress of the

Pampa and III Seminar on Sustainability of the Campanha Region, 2016.

DRI, G. F.; CEREZER, F. O. Potential distribution of Leopardus geoffroyi

(D'Orbigny & Gervais, 1844) in Conservation Units in the Brazilian Pampa. In: I

International Congress of the Pampa and III Seminar on Sustainability of the

Campanha Region, 2016.

FLUCK, I. E.; CEREZER, F. O.; HENDGES, C. D.; MELO, G. L.; SENRA GONÇALVES,

A.; CÁCERES, N. C. Fragmentation and changes in the matrix influence the spatial

variation of the population density of Sapajus nigritus. 2016. In: Integrated

Academic Journey, Federal University of Santa Maria.

CEREZER, F. O.; MAGNUS, L. Z.; CÁCERES, N. C. Adaptive evolution of uniform

coloration in Didelphidae. 2015. In: Integrated Academic Journey, Federal

University of Santa Maria.


